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AVID is for …. 
First generation college students 

Underrepresented minority students 

Highly motivated students 

Students in the academic middle with 
the potential to excel in rigorous cur-
riculum 

Students with positive behavior and 
good attendance 

Students with fluctuating  (C-B) 
grades due to inconsistent study habits 
or poor study skills 

Students who plan to attend a college 
or university upon graduation 
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Kate Brien, Elective Teacher  

Patricia McDonald, AVID Coordinator and   

Social Studies content area teacher 

Jeff Ziegler, Math content area teacher 

Catalina Thomsen, ESL content area teacher 

Michele Ritt, EEN teacher and Student Activities   
Coordinator 

Tom Kanies, EEN teacher 

Kim Gary, School Counselor 

David Watkins, Core Curriculum Principal 

David Krause, Elective Curriculum and Activities 
Principal 
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THE MISSION OF AVID 

  The mission of AVID is to insure that all stu-
dents, especially the least served students in 
the academic middle: 

·  will succeed in rigorous curriculum, 

·  will complete a rigorous college prepara-
tory path, 

·  will enter mainstream activities of the 
school, 

·  will increase their enrollment in four year 
colleges, and 

·  will become educated and responsible par-
ticipants and leaders in a democratic soci-
ety. 

  AVID’s  systematic approach is designed to 
support students and educators as they increase 
school and district-wide learning and perform-
ance. 



  AVID students are in the academic middle 
B/C even D students.  They have the desire to 
go to college and the willingness to work hard.  
AVID students are capable of completing a 
rigorous program but fall short of their poten-
tial.  Typically they will be the first in their 
family to go to college. Many students are 
from low income or minority families.  

THE CURRICULUM 
  In AVID, students learn study skills, Cornell 
note-taking and other academic note taking 
strategies, time management, organization, 
test readiness, critical thinking, writing to 
learn and group study skills. 

The AVID Elective 

  The AVID elective is driven by the WICR 
method, which stands for Writing, Inquiry, 
Collaboration and Reading. AVID curriculum 
is used in content areas classrooms as well as 
the AVID elective class. 

The elective class offers: 

·  A four year curriculum 

·  Tutorials twice a week 

·  Curriculum instruction 

·  College and career seminars 

·  PSAT, SAT ,PLAN and ACT                 
test preparation 

·  Strategies for success 

·  Collaborative study groups 

·  Writing groups 

·  Motivational activities 

·  Guest speakers 

·  College tours 

  

 The AVID curriculum, based on rigorous 
standards, was developed by middle and sen-
ior high school teachers in collaboration with 
college professors.�

WHAT IS AVID? 
AVID is an acronym that stands for Ad-
vancement Via Individual Determination. 

 

AVID is an in-school academic support 
program for grades 9-12 that prepares stu-
dents for college eligibility and success. 

 

AVID prepares academically average stu-
dents in advanced classes. 

 

AVID levels the playing field for minor-
ity, rural, low-income and other students 
without a college tradition in their families 

 

AVID is for all students, but targets those 
in the academic middle. 

 

AVID will be implemented school-wide. 

WHAT AVID IS NOT. 
AVID is not a remedial program. 

AVID is not a free ride. 

AVID is not a niche program 

AVID is not a college outreach program,. 

  

For more information regarding  

AVID  programming go to 

www.avidonline.org  

AVID Elective   
Class Enrollment  

Students are invited to participate in the four 
year elective class based on: 

·  WKCE scores 

·  Teacher and guidance counselor recom-
mendations 

·  Academic records 

·  Attendance records 

·  Disciplinary records 

·  Student interview 

·  Parent/guardian support 


