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I. INTRODUCTION
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D. DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION

District Administration
545 West Dayton Street 53703

Superintendent - Art Rainwater 663-1607
Chief of Staff – Steve Hartley 663-1671
Assistant Superintendents:

Elementary Schools – Sue Abplanalp 663-1632
Secondary Schools – Pamela Nash 663-1633
Business Services - Vacancy 663-1634
Special Assistant to the Superintendent:
Race & Equity – Lisa Black 663-1692

Affirmative Action – Amos Anderson 663-1530
Building Services Director - Douglas Pearson 204-7909
Public Communications & Business Relations Director –

Ken Syke 663-1903
Educational Services Director - Jack Jorgensen 663-8429

(Special Education, English As a Second Language/Limited English Proficiency)
Food Services Director - Frank Kelly 204-4000
GLBTQ Resource Teacher – Bonnie Augusta 663-8449
Health Services – Freddi Adelson 663-8427
Human Resources Director - Robert Nadler 663-1745
Legislative Liaison - Joe Quick 663-1902
School-CommunityRecreationDirector (MSCR)-LucyChaffin 204-3015

PUBLIC INFORMATION
Gale MacWilliams 663-1879
Research & Evaluation, Student Registration – Kurt Kiefer 663-4946
Safety and Security Coordinator – Luis Yudice 663-1904
School Building Use Permits – Debbie Korpela 204-3027
Student Services – Nancy Yoder 663-1907
(Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse, GLBTQ Resource Teacher, Psychologists, Social Workers)

Teaching and Learning Director – Lisa Wachtel 663-5217
Curriculum Coordinators

Transportation Services - Renee Bremer 663-5287
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E. MIDDLE SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY AND GOALS

The middle school is designed for students who are making the transition from
childhood to adolescence, from elementary school to high school. This period of
transition is one of emotional stresses and strains and wide variation among students’
social, intellectual, emotional, and physical development. The middle school is
designed to meet the unique developmental needs and special interests of this age
group. The middle school creates a learning environment that provides stability,
promotes self-confidence and self-worth, challenges students’ social, intellectual and
motor strengths, and is sensitive to the needs of each individual child.

The instructional program provides a variety of interdisciplinary opportunities for
students to:

...continue to develop and reinforce basic skills throughout the curriculum,

...continue to develop basic learning strategies with an emphasis on problem solving
and decision making skills, and to have opportunities to apply them,

...expand their knowledge base in content/concepts in all curriculum areas,

...apply and extend independent learning skills unique to their developmental level,

...learn and apply technological productivity skills across the curriculum,

...extend their ability to transfer skills and content

...identify, explore, and develop their interests and abilities,

...develop and express their creativity,

...develop an understanding of themselves and others as unique individuals,

...develop positive caring and working relationships with others, learn to make
responsible decisions, and demonstrate increasing self-direction,

...develop and use interpersonal skills including conflict resolution,

...recognize that change is a part of their lives and to help them develop appropriate
strategies to deal with it.

F. SCHOOL OVERVIEW

SENNETT OVERVIEW AND MODEL

Ray F. Sennett Middle School is the only middle school in Madison organized in a
multi-age, house arrangement. The school is divided into six houses. Each house
consists of 4 homerooms made up of an equitable number of sixth, seventh, and
eighth grade students. Since students remain in the same house with the same
homeroom teacher for three years, this multi-age grouping environment provides
students with personal stability and continuity. The system is designed to build a
strong sense of community among the students, staff, and parents. A three-year
intensive involvement with children enables teachers to more directly impact each
student’s academic, social, and emotional development. Emphasis is placed on
providing an individually oriented learning environment with the capacity for meeting
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rapidly changing needs of preadolescent children. Students receive instruction in
homeroom, language arts, science and social studies in the multi-age classroom.
They are regrouped by grade level for math, and their encore experiences.

Several key features characterize the Sennett program:

...The school-wide curriculum is a standards-based curriculum that is rotated on a
yearly basis for three years for each of the subject areas. Common units are taught
and interdisciplinary skills are emphasized. The goal is for students to become more
independent as learners, able to use the skills and strategies emphasized to solve the
vast array of academic, social, and personal problems they encounter within and
outside the school setting.

...The integration of technology across the curriculum is a major goal, with emphasis
on productivity skills that will empower students for higher education and for the
career world in the 21st century.

...Sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students are not segregated; rather, they work
together in their respective houses. Students are grouped and regrouped on a needs
basis throughout their three years at Sennett.

...Student progress is reported continuously, with emphasis on academic, emotional,
and social development.

...The staff work continuously to enhance school climate and the quality of the overall
instructional program.

THE SENNETT MODEL

Why three years with the same house/homeroom teacher?

Middle school kids can use as much STABILITY as possible during the most
unstable developmental stage in their lives. (They’re already trying to cope with
dramatic emotional, physical, and social changes!)

Strong RELATIONSHIPS is the key to to their academic and social development and
success...

o Peers are an influential force in the choices students make. However, strong
parental and teacher relationships can minimize other negative influences.

o Students learn best in an EMOTIONALLY SAFE, SUPPORTIVE environment
where they can feel the strong sense of BELONGING AND COMMUNITY which
the house model promotes.

o Staff and parents work as a team with the focus on student
achievement/success over a three year period providing a unified front which is
a powerful influence in STUDENTS’ LIVES.


